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Subjection for Conſcience-ſake Aſerted : 
IN A 


SERMON 


Preached at 


COVE NT-GARDEN<Church 
the Sixth of December, 1674. 


Rom. 13. 5. 


Wherefore ye muſt neeas be ſubjef, not 
only for Wrath, but for Conſcience- 


ſake 


T is the great and juſt Glory of our moſt 
[| holy Faith, that 1t is no leſs the Intereſt 

than the Duty of all men to embrace it, 
and live according to its Precepts : For if we 
examine either the Complex of the whole Chri- 
{tian Religion m groſs, or the ſeveral parcels 
of it, and the Duties it enjoyns; we muſt confeſs all 
the Laws of Solon and Lycutgur, of Greece and 
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Rome come.jnfinitely ſhort of the excellent pro: 
viſions it gives for the Peace of Mankind, and 
the Order of Socicties : So that it plainly ap- 
pears, the Author of it was a Lover of Men. 
W hat Rule of Juſtice can match that of doing to 
others what we would have others do to us, which 1s 
ſo home, ſoeafily remembred, and readily ap- 
plied, that no wonder the very Heathens adm1- 
redit 2 But, not content with the {tricteſt ri- 
oors of Juſtice, our Saviour hath alſo obliged 
us to the ſupercrogatings (1f I may ſo ſpeak } 
of Charity, and hath commanded us to love 
one another as Brethren; nor muſt our bro- 
therly Love be confined within the narrow 
bounds of a Party, but extend it ſelf to all Men 
whom it takes within its Verge, forgiving In- 
juries and loving Enemies. And for the ſecu- 
rity of Order and Government, what means 
are like thoſe our Religion offers ? This is 
even confeſſed by its declared Enemies, who 
charge it as the contrivance of deſigning men 
for ſecuring their Power and Authority ; and 
indeed all the Arts of Stateſmen, the Cunnings 
of Policy, the Cloſeneſs of Councils, the Exact- 
neſs of Intelligence, the ſtrength of Armies or 
Navies, the ſtrictneſs of Guards, regular Forti- 


hications,, great Treaſures and vaſt Magazines, 


are but Incffectual Means, compared to this 
which 
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which Religion offers for the fecurity 'of a 
Srate, by ſetting up Conſcience as 2 Sentinel 
towatch in every man's Breaſt, that ſhall riot 
let paſs through it one thought contrary to the 
Peace of the Society. Wile Stateſmen hold it 
for a Maxim, That the. chief ſecurity of a So- 
vereign 1s in his being Maſter of the Hearts and 
Aﬀections of his Subjedts, which will draw 
with them their Hands and Purſes as need ſhall 
require. . But Mankind being fo ſubject to a 
variety of Paſſions, which by an unruly viciſt- 
tude poſſeſs the Minds, eſpecially of the giddy 
multitude, there can be no aflurance in this, 
unleſs ſomewhat that is more fixed and better 
grounded, tye ſubjefts to the Duty they owe 
the Sovereign Power, And therefore thoſe 
who have attempted God and deligned to dil- 
charge Men of the ſenſe of a Deity, or the ap- 
prehenſ1ons of another Life, are the greateſt 
Enemies to Authority : Their Bloud and 
Extraction may perhaps entitle them to Ho- 
nour and a high Quality, but their Maxims 
deltroy all Honour, and would quickly bring 
on a levelling of all Qualities. He were, by 
the confeſſion of all, highly criminal, who 
would queſtion the King's Title to the Grown, 
or offer to void his Right ; and yet this 1s the 
Crime ofthoſe Inſulting HeQors: For if there 
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(4) 
be no God, then that Sacred and Royal Re- 
tation of Sovereign Power, which Princes 
derive from him, _—_ the Original of it, by 
whom Kings Reign, isout of doors : This levels 
the Prince ih the Subjet, and gives the 
CAPE as gooda Title as the lawful-Sovereign 
can claim. 

L (hall not now engagean a long diſcourſe of 
Policy, nor examine the Original of Power, 
nor the Meaſures and Limits X it, nor the Na- 
ture and Extent of the Subjetion we owe 
Authority ; much leſs run out in. a long Digrelſ- 
fion of the Obligation of Conſcience : but (hall 
limit my Diſcourſe to one ſingle point, That 
Conſcience is the great ſecurityof a State, the 
Spring of Obedience, and the ſure baſis of 
Submiſſion. And in opening up this I ſhall, 

1. Shew that Conſcience doth choak and 
Rifle the occaſions and cauſes of Commotions 
intheir firſt Conceptions. 

2. Thatitdrives the ſenſe of Duty and the 
obligation to Obedience deeper on our Minds 
than any other con{1deration whatſoever. 

3- That it gives the ſtrongeſt Arguments 
for convincing our Reaſon, and the moſt en- 
gaping Motives for prevailing on our. Aﬀecti- 
ons, to pay the Duties of SubjeRion to thoſe 
God hath ſet over us. And, 
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4: Tſhall encounter and put out of the way 
a formidable Obje&tion, which may offer it 
ſelf in prejudice of what I am to deliver. 

For thehrſt, it is certain, that as the great 
Diſeaſes of our Bodies are not ſo mach the Ef. 
feats of outward Accidents as of bad Humours, 
to which a criſis may be given by ſome foreign 
Impreſſion, which may put them 1n a ferment, 
and ſo endanger our Health: Thus the dt- 
ſtempers of the Body Politick owe their begin- 
nings and growth to ſome' ill Humours in it, 
and the real Caufes of Commotions are ſeldom « 
the fame with theſe that are pretended for train: 
| _ mg 1n and engaging a Multitude; for, from 
whence come wars and frehtings among us, but from *Jaw-4-2. 
our luſts that war in our members ? T (hall therefore 
con(ider ſome of thoſe Luſts and diſtempered 
Aﬀections from which Commotions may arile, 
that 1 may ſhew how Religion, and it only, 
can ſecure Government from their bad Effects. 
Time will not allow me to make good all I am 
to ſay from Hiſtory; but thoſe who know 
Mankind will eaſily ſeethe dependence of theſe 
Effects from the Cauſes I goto name, and ſuch. 
as have read Hiſtory will find the Confirma- 
tion of it ſo clear, that I may well be excuſed 
the labour of adducing particular proofs in fo 
plain acaſle. 
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'1.. But to Rand no longer on Generals : 


-One ; ir occalion, of .Commotions is -an un- 


bounded and aſpiring Ambition which makes 
many ſwell big in their own conceit, and they 
meaſuring themſelves by what they appear in 


the glaſs of their own inchanted Imagination, 


which both multiplies and magnihes all that is 
eminent in them, expect that all the World 
ſhould court them with the ſame admiration 
which they pay themſelves. Now it is a hard 
thing to ſatishe the pretenſ1ons of all theſe lofty 
Aſpirers, nor can any State be able to gratihe 
them all ; {ance nothing falls, to which many ſe- 
veral Competitors do not put inaclaim: And 
though there be many Corrivals, only one car- 


ries the prize, the reſt being all big with a good 


opinion of themſelves, and provoked at the 


unjuſt preference, as they imagine it, do upon 


that think how to make themſelves conſiderable 


at their coſt, who they judge conſider them 
too little, and ſet up for ſome pretence to draw 
a Party, and make a Faction, But thoſe 
mighty men 1n their own conceits are not at 


quiet when they have gained what they did at 


firſt pretend to, as that which would termi- 


nate their ambition, but make uſe of it as a [tep 


to mount them higher; and thus creep up 


:throughall Degrees; and perhaps when they 


arc 
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(7) 
are as high as can conſiſt with the character of 

a Subject, do not reſt there, but when they _ 
are become firſt Miniſters, will. next deſign to T5 
juſtle their Maſter from his Throne. For Am- Duke of . 


Gniſe in 


bition is as the Grave unſatished, but ever Hons the 
ſays, Give, give. (This being ſo great an evil, time, 
let us ſee what curb can be found for ſtopping 
its career. It will ſoon appear, that all the Arts 
of Government cannot do it; Religion 1s that 
alone which teaches us to diſcharge our ſelves 
of this Tympany, whole {wellings are ſo incu, 
rable. Our Saviour hath commanded us to $.Math. 
learn of him, who was lowly in heart ; his Apoſtles ** 
charge us, That in lowlineſs of mind we eſteem others Pb" 2.3 
better than our ſelves, That we humble our ſelves inthe 18. Per. 
ſight of God, and be clothed with humility as with a © 
arment. And indeed this bleſſed Doctrine 
oes no ſooner prevail on us, but it changes 
that blind value and fondneſs we have for our . 
ſelves, into a profound unaffected Humility, 
that repreſents our Faults and Defects as clear 
to us, as our former Vanity did our ſappoſed 
Excellencies; and inſtead of vaſt towerings, 
brings us under great Contrition, deep Self. 
denial, and an humble miſtruſt of our ſelves ; 
and thus Conſcience obliges us to be ſubject, 
by ſetting out of the way this great provocation 
to diſorder. | 
| 2. Another 


blown on 
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+2; :Another: Cauſe to which not.a few of 
he Diſtempers of Societies owe their Riſe and 


Growth, 1s the heat and fury of mens Paſſions, 


which om——_ kindled by their pride, and 
y many outward accidents, at 
length become 1o fierce and violent, that no 


| Banks can rehiſt their torrent, but they ſweep 


all before them. Some are born under the dif- 
advantage of il| Nature and a Cholerick Diſpo- 
dition; and if theſe meet any provocation 

which mult needs fall out often; for as a ten- 
der Body doth ſoon feel pain, ſo an ill diſpoſed 
Mind is quickly diſquieted ) their heated Spi- 


-ritsarcall ina Fever, and they either ſwell with 


Rage, fret with Envy, or boil with Re- 
wenge : And thus are their thoughts ſet to 
work, how to drudge happily under the ſevere 
bondageof their tyrannical Paſſions. One per- 
hapsto be revenged on ſome triumphing Fa- 
vorite, whom he can overtake no eaſier way, 
will be ready to driveall to confuſton, to com- 
ply with his diſquieting Malice: Another that 
not ſo much in bondage himſelf to thoſe 1ll- 
natured Paſſions, yet being captivated with the 
Charms of a fair, but imperious and ſpiteful 
Miſtreſs, muſt give himſelf up as the i{tru- 
ment of all her il Nature, and, being diſtracted 
with the extravagant Notions of Knight- 

; | ” errantry, 


(9) 
errantry, thinks himſelf bravely gallant, when 
he has ſacrificed all things to her wicked Reſent- 
ments. Private Animoſities are known to 
have had a larger ſhare in 'publick diſtempers, 
than any will willingly own; and this muſt 
needsbe fo (ll, if there be no aſſured means 
for qualifying the heat, and tempering the Pal: 
ſions of Men : For no Government can be ſo 
well ballanced, but that many will find them- 
felves aggrieved by it, or by thoſe who ma- 
rage it; and if —m_ theſe irritations we ask 
counſel at our blinded and miſled Paſſions, we 
may be well aſſured they will ever drive us into 
all the exceſſes of Fury and Confuſion. How 
excellent then muſt this Divine Diſcipline be, 
which tames the wildneſs, and ſmooths the 
roughneſs of our unpoliſhed Natures, teaching 
us fo pat off wrath, anger, malice, blaſphemy, and 


evil communication out of our mouths ; and, mnl{tead <3 


of thoſe, moulds us into a Divine temper, like 


our meek Maſter, obliging us 1 furbear one ano- Ca. z 13, 


ther, and forgive one another, as he has dome us : For 
that Divine Wiſdom which he taught the 


World, i: firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle and eaſie $33. 


' ro be entreated. It no ſooner gets into our 
breaſts, but it dulcifies our' Choler, qualifies 
the bitterneſs of our Gall, and pives us the poſ- 
ſeſſion of our Minds, out of which bien 
--- oo 
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can turn us; and transforms us from that rave- 
nous Temper into a Dove-hke diſpolition, and, 
inſtead of theſe boiling thoughts, which do fer- 
ment; ; gives thequiet ſeremities of a good Con- 
ſcienceand fervent Charity ; ſothat we areno 
more Sons of Thunder, but Children of Love, 
and do no more bluſter out in Paſſion, but 
from the Calm of a cool Spirit do breathe out 
ſoft and gentle Aﬀections : And if of a ſudden 
a ſtorm ariſe within us, our Conſciences will 
at once both arraign, condemn and kill theſe 
Paſſions that raiſe it, and thus teacheth us to be 
ſubjet, by deſtroying theſe paſſions that do 
both marre our own Quiet, and endavger the 

Publick Peace. + 
3- Another Occalion that hath engaged 
many into ſeditious Courſes, hath been the 
narrownels of their Fortunes ; to which they, 
not under{tanding the Philoſophy of contract- 
ing their delires, which is the fafer and eater 
courſe, {tudicd by all means whatſoever to en- 
large them ſoas to fatishe the Vanities and Pro- 
digalities of an undiſcreet Expence. As the 
turbulent Youth of Athens adviſed his Uncle, 
finding him bulied to prepare his accounts, ra- 
ther to ltudy how.to make none at all. Thoſe 
people think they drivea ſure Trade, for they 
can loſe little, and may gain much; therefore 
are. 


(11) 
are ready to embark in the-molt defperate De- 
fgns,” hoping to fiſh ſome advantage from 
troubled waters. Their Small Fortnnesjoyn- 
ed with their gaping deſires, are ever ſetting a 
new edge on their ulcerated Spirits, and none 
are ſo furious as theſe, who pinched with want 
and cold, and armed by deſpair, muſt door 
die : If the ordinary Courſe of Law and Ju- 
ſticego on, they are undone; but the difor- 
dering theſe, does both reprieve them from 
ruine, and feed them with ſome hopes. Now 
no treaſure can anſwer the demands of all rave- 
nousdevourers, who carmor dig, and are aſhamed 
to beg, nor can the greateſt exa&tneſs of care 
reach every Individual of a State, or oblige 
them to an expence proportioned to their For- 
tune, much lefs to limit their deſires to it ; but 
{till there be many Prodigals; who' out-run 
themſelves, and thoſe are often men of brisk 
Tempers and ungoverned Appetites: In what 
diſorder then muit Government be, if this can- 
not be repreſſed ? Perhaps in an evener Tra&t 
of Peace and Plenty, when Order and Antho- 
rity maintain their Reputation, ſuch diffolute 
waſters of their Fortunes cannot prove fo con(1- 
derable, as to diſturb: the Peace of a Nation : 
But all States are ſubjet to. Accidents that 
weaken them, and the Cenſures of an unraly 
oo ns multitude 
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multitude will oftcn blaſt the Reputation of the 


belt Government. And. at ſome ſuch diſad- 
atage: theſe untoward Male-contents may 
atch an;opportunity of. doing much muſghich, 
how.great a happineſs then 1s it to any Nation 
to embrace and obey that Religion which 
teaches us, Nor. to take thought what we ſball eat, 
drink, ar put on, that disbands the folicitudes 
about to morrow, and the anxious. cares that 
oppreſs weaker minds; our holy Faith tcach- 
ing us, that we are pilgrims on Earth, as all our Fa- 
thers were, calls up our thoughts above, the.dez 
preſſions of ſenſe, to feed our ſelves with, the 
alſured hopes of approaching, Glory and Hap- 
ineſs in another ſtate, WE does ſo entirely 
wallow up the: ſenſe, of; any preſent Trouble, 
that it leaves.ng.other, impreſſion on us,. but to 
make us long to be. gone beyond theſe ſhadows 
of Mortality and falſe appearances of Happi- 
neſs, , which donow mpoſe on our bewitched 


® 3 


-.. minds, and. ſeduce. us-into a thouſand Errors 


- and Follics. ,: And thus again we ſec how Con- 


ſcience ſtifles the we fr{t motions of diſorder, 
and teaches us tobe ſubject. 


 ..14+, A fourthOccalton of diſorder, isa buſie 
- . medling, Temper, that cannot contain its ſelf 


- gage inthings beyond its underſtanding, and 


within its own Limits and Sphere, but will en- 


above 
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above its reach::* Some cannot ſtay at home 
and do their -own buſineſs, but muſt ramble 
abroad; and'infinuate themſelves on' allAﬀairs 
add" Cotnpany, andarcever'gapi ; Fs ſome 
change, hoping it may make way for theirap- 
pearing 1 another figure: Theſe are ever 
ſucking in1ll Reports, which they are ſure to 
belch up agam m all Companies, not without 
additions. They delight to afperfe Gover- 
nours and Government, .aud either:to find.or 
make faults in every thing that is done, anda 
volatile untixedneſs of diſpolition makes them 
weafy'of eſtabliſhed -Eaws-and Cuſtoms, and 
cape for Changes through a fond affeRation of 
Novelty. Now theſe” Vermine- creeping into 
all- Companies, mitt *certainly weaken the 
Nervesand Sinews of Governtment* and moſt 
attempts for reprefling this humour make. it 
boil with the greater vehemence: But, asthe 
Wiſeman inſtructed usof old, To: frar God, and ,,,,. 
honour the King,. and uot to meadle "wirh 1hofe that were #6: 
given to change ;, and not to fay, Why were the 'for- ccleſ.7. 
mer days better than theſe, for we do not enquire wiſely © 
concerning that matter : Ho the doctrine of the 

Goſpel commands every man, To do his own:bu- 14 
finefs,' to ſlay at home, not to be a bufie-body, nor \ 20 4: 
medale in other mens aff airs, but to pay tribute to whons 
tribute; is. due; fear, to. whom fear ,” and honour, to — 
as whom 
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-whorh honour is due. TT hele being the Rules of 
Religion, I may appeal all the World toſhew 
anything can ſo ſettle Order and Authority, as 
this which guards agamſt'the firſt appearances 
of Clouds and Storms. | 
But as Conſcience doth-meet the earlieſt be- 
ginnings of diſorders in their leſs difcernible 
and more plaulible colours, ſo it ties a man to 
that ſevere conduct of himſelf, that he cannot 
embark in Deſigns which muſt be managed 
with ſo much fraud and diflimulation, as the 
contrivers of wicked courſes muſt needs carry 
along with them in all their practices : ' Pre- 
tending the higheſt reſpect, when they mean 
worlt, lying. and forſ{wearing, and ſometimes 
allaſſinating, as it may ſerve their ends, and 
never meaning what they ſay, nor ſaying what 
they mean, but ſhuffling and warping as In- 
terelt carries them, Nor can wicked ProjeRs 
appear at fir{t barefaced, leſt they ſhould be 
entertained with horrour by all to whom they 
are propoſed, but mult go masked, till they 
be fo ſtrong, as to dare to throw off the di- 
guiſe: Nay, Religion will be perhaps called 
into ſervea turn, ad Scriptures wreſted to a 
favourable conſtruction ; all this baſe and foul 
dealing will ſo wound a tender and lincere 
«Conſcience, that it will cither contra a hard- 
cnn is | ans 
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neſs and callus, and become proof againſt all 
theſe awakenings ; or pull a man out of theſe 
baſe Courles that mult be carried on by ſo.bad 
Methods; for there is nothing ſo candid. as 
Conſcience, and therefore S. Paul chargeth us 


not to Iye one to another, ſince we have "a off the old col.3.9. 


man with his deeds, and have put on the new man ; 
for he that does all things as 1n the ſight of God, 
can do nothing that he fears ſhould be ſeen or 
known of mev. And thus I have diſpatched 
the Firſt part of my Delign, that Conſcience 
obliges us to Subjection, by relifting all the 
firſt ; Motions that lead to Diſorder or Confu- 
ſion. 

2. Nor does it only.put out of the way thoſe 
dangerous Stumblipg-blocks, but it drives the 
ſenſe of Duty deep into our Minds. Law and 
Government can only watch over the Actions 
and Words of Subjects, but can neither diſco-. 
ver nor over-ruletheir Thoughts, which a cau- 
tious man wrapping up within himſelf canre- - 
ferve toa fit opportunity ; but Conſcience 1n- 
ſinuates the Duty we owe the Sovereign Pow- - 
er upon our ſecreteſt thoughts; and Religion 


obliges us not to curſe the King in our thoughts ; and Eceleſ.t0. 


has made the Duty we pay Authority a part of 
its ſelf, and of theſe returns of the holy Fear,and 
humble Obedience, we owe .the great King 
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of Kings. But this muſt not be ſo far carried, 
as1fthoſe who are veſted with-the' Sovereign 
Power, had Authotityto command\meto et. 
brate whatever Religion they' erijoyn,” accord. 
ing to the peſtiferous ſpawn' of that' Infernal 
Leviathan, who by this Aſſertion'doth at once 
defiroy both Religion and Government. For 
that baſe Flatterer of Princes, pretending to 
ofter them more than was due to them, hath 
{truck at the Root of their Authority, andat 
once robbed them of all their Rights; For we 
are either bound to obeythe Sovercigtby ſome 
obligation the Law of God brings on us;''or 
not; If not, thenall the Sacredneſs of Autho- 
rity is gone, and the'Prince has nothing but 
Force to maintain his Right, and every Ulſurp- 
er that Maſters him (hall have a better Kiokt, 
by how much more Power he has to ſtrengthen 
his ambitious Pretenſions. But if we be bound 
by the 'Laws of God to obey the Supreme 
Power, then theſe Laws had a' prior Title to 
our Obedience, and infer the Duties of Sub- 
jets as a particular Effet of their Do&rine : 
T herefore theſe Laws having the firſt Right to 
our Obedience mult oblige us. Nor can we 
be allowed to pick out that one, of obeying the 
Magiſtrate, and leave the reſt behind us ; for all 
the Laws of God being enacted by the fame 

Authority 
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.nal ſet up by God for the Magiltrate,in, all our 
Breaſts, which will paſs Sentence ſeverely, 
and not be put off by the tricks of Law, the 
boldneſs of Denials, the cunning of Excuſes, or 
any other Arts that may impoſe upon, or abuſe 
ſuch Judges, who mult proceed upon clear 
evidence, and not on dubious conjectures : 
But when a man isretired inward, and his Con- 
ſcience takes. him to 2s then all theſc 'viſars 
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are pulled off, and he mult needs appear in the 
foul colours.,of (guilt. Another Method by 
which Conſcience, binds/on nsthe ſenſe of Duty 
ard-SubjeRion * _ {t overus, is the Ob- 
pation to or them, according to that 
_— Rubrick of Prayer -S. Paul _ I exhort 
therefore that firſt of all 6." wa" ayers, inter- 


mn 


ceſſions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for 
Kings and allthat are in ambority, that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſly : 
which whoſoever 1s a Chriſtian muſt needs ob- 
ſerve. This then mult every day awaken and 
keep alive the ſenſe of Duty to thoſe over us, 
fo that ifwe have been prevailed on to unduti- 
ful courſes, when we' retire to our Devotions, 
this muſt certainly open oureyes to diſcern and 
repent of our faults; for if we pray, and a& 
contradictions, then we either mock God, by 
praying for that we do not delire, and which 
we ſtudy to deſtroy; or we at moſt impioully 
in hacer Sou tothat we judge our ſelves bound 
toprayfor:* And every man, whoſe Conlſci- 
ence not ſtrangely "—_ will ſoon diſcover 
this double dealing in himſelf, if he pray againſt 
what heacts, and be acting againſt his Prayers. 
Thus it appears, that Coane brings the 


ſenſe of our Duty to the Sovereign Power nea- 
rer us, and to clofer conflits with our daily 
; thoughts, 


(19) 
thoughts, and forceth upon us a frequent xeT 
view of them... Nor is this 4 - blind 'and bratiſh 
SulyeRtion to which Conſcience ties us; -batie 
binds it on-us-with the fulleſt evidence of Rea: 
3. And this is the third Particular, towhich 
my Deſign now leads me, where I am to lay 
out thoſe Arguments that Conſcience and the 
Dodrines of Chriſtianity offer for this Sub- 
jection we muſt pay the gp ego I ſhall 
not-meddle. with thoſe + Reaſons that may be 
drawn from the. Rules of Humane Policy, the 
Nature of Societies, the:Origine and Ends of 
Magiſtracy, but ſhall-confine my. Diſcourſe'to 
thoſe which -natural:; and-revealed Religion do 
offer for obliging usto- Subjaftian-torhe higher 
1. And hit of all, weare- taught that theſe 
Powersare of God, that they are- the Ordinance 


of God, his Deputies, Mintſters and: V tcege- Ver,1,2,3, 


rents, That have the Sword of Juſtice put in their 
hands by him, for the puniſhment of evil doers, and 


the encouragement of thoſe that do well ; and he him- 


ſelf hath ſaid, They are Gods; a ſtrain of ſpeech, Plal.82.. 


that, if Divine Authority did not warrant it, 
would paſs for impudent and blaſphemons 
Fhttery.: Though then the. Powers that arc 
over us be clothed with our Natures, and are 


« 


(20) 
ſubje& to like Paſſions and Infirmities, with us, 
Llive and die like men, yet for all that we 


'* tnpſt look on_ them as. Sacred and. Divine by 
| "YN cir Charater. The ſevere :Reſpect that 
Conſcience enjoyns us to pay Authority ap- 
pearsin the Inſtance of David, who, though 
| purſued by Saul with all the violence and m- 
| juſtice of Opprefſion and Cruelty, yet when 
| he had him m his hands, and offered him the 
| Ar ing {mall affront of cutting off the hem of his, garment, 
$21%* > bisheart ſmote bim for it; This was a Character of 
| a man according to God's heart. Deputed Pow- 
| ers are only accountable to. thoſe bo whom 
| they derive their, Authority ;. ſo the: higher 


Powers, being depated by God, muſtindeed 


. xender to him 2. eyere.account of their, admi- 


x5, Pet. 2, 
12, 
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niffration, but not to others; we are therefore 


to obey them for the Lords ſake, and to be ſubjef to 
them for Conſcience-ſake. 

2. Another, conſideration that obligeth to 
SubjeQtion, which Religion offers, is the ſtea- 
dy and firm belief of the Government of the 
World, by that Unerring Providence that 
wiſcly maintains that great Fabrick and vaſt 
Frameof Beings, which it ſelf raiſed out of no- 
thing. We are apt upon the firſt appearan- 
ces of things to ndge raſhly, even bejore we 
have ſeen. all the ſides and ſecrets of humane 
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Counfels, which would: often aſter our- 
"thoughts very much from our over-forward- 
j Judgments : But the ſecrets of the: Hivine 
"Coiunlels lic hid from all the hving, and yet the 
long experience which the Oceconomy of the 
World offers us, may juſtly convince us, that. 
weare not to pals ſentence haſtily, and that of-- 
ten thoſe things which did look moſt cloudy, 
and threatned ſome diſmal Conſequences, did 
by the ſecret Governings of. that Supreme 

'Mind; produce Effects very diflerent from: 
'*\th6fe that not without great probabilities were 
'Vfeared: This therefore muſt clear the Melan- 

'choly of our diſcouraged and. dejected minds, 
and diſſipate thoſe thick miſts of fears and jea- 
'Jouſhes which might otherwiſe, damp and dif- 
hearten us. | Hethat gave the Laws to Day and 
Night, and can reverſe. theſe when he will; 
that taught the whole Frame,of Nature thoſe 
Motions they obſerve, and- yet can, force the 
Sun both'to ſtop and to ive.ground when he 
will : and can make the 8 to riſe up in hills, 
1s able to extricate the darkeſt and moſt-invol- 
'ved"Ravelings of Second- Cauſes. - We are 
therefore ſecure, knowing, 'That all things work Row.8.2% 
rogether for good to them that Ive God; behevin 
that his Providence watcheth over his- Church,” and all 
that truſt in him, ſo that not a hair of their head falls 


t0, 


| (22) 
* to theground without his care, and that be bath given 
his Angels charge to encamp about and Miniſter to the 


heirs of Salvation; and this may well ſuperſede 


our fears, and throw off the anxictics of all 
perplexing thoughts, and compoſe our minds 
to an humble Subjection to thoſe God hath 
brought us under. I know ſome may think I 
plead here the ſtupidity of Fate, which mult 
needs diſhearten and flacken all good Intentions 
and Defigns ; but weare to conlider the Order 
God hath fixed in the Government ., of the 
World, and the particular ſtation wherein he 
hath placed and poſted us, out of which weare 
not to ſtir on the pretence,of heroical excitati- 
ons ; which, when examined, will be. found 
the heatsof a warm Fancy, or the ſwellings of 
an elevated Mind that diſtruſt the Providence 
of Gad, as if he were not able to compals his | 
deſigns, and therefore he muſt ſtretch out 

- bis OY, to help ham, labouring under too 
greata load; which is indeed the language of 
all thoſe who pretending zeal for his Service, 
do ſtep out of their ſtation, and meddle with 
matters thatare too high for them. The fate 
of Hzzahſhould have taught us both more Wl- 
. dom and Religion, who ſeeing the Ark of God 


25:m.6.3 ſhake, and conſidering how diſmal an Omen 


the overturning that ſacred Repolitory had 


been, 


been, and how diſgraceful and _ it. 


would be to ſee thoſe precious Symbols of the 
Divine Preſence laid m the duſt; and, not re- 
membring that none but the Family of Aaron 
mighttouch thoſe holy Myſteries, put out his 
hand to hold them, but was ſtruck dead on the 

lace. We are rather to look on and adore 
the hidden Traces and Methods of the Divine 
Counſels, and patiently to wait for that Iſſue 
of things, which notwithſtanding of all the dif: 
orders may at any time appear in humane at- 
fairs, the Eternal Wiſdom of that Architectoni- 
cal Mind will in due time bring forth, and in 
the mean while reſt ſatished in all he does, com- 
mending things in our prayers to him, and do- 
ingevery thing that befits our Condition for 
preſerving Peace, Order and Religion, but 

oing no further, for the wrath of man doth nos SJam.1- 
work out the righteouſnefſof God. And thus Con- 
ſcience, fixing our Subjection on the unſhaken 
baſs of our Faith and Confidence in God, binds 
us by the ſtrongeſt Ties to our Duty. 

3. A third Argument Conſcience offers to 

oblige us to be ſubject and quiet, is the fervent 
and extended Charity it polefſeth us with to all 
Mankind, which muſt needs hold us from en- 
gaping in courſes that will prove deſcructiveto 


a great part of it : Where we conlider what” 
the 


(24) 
the miſchieſs of Rebellion' ard Civil War are; 
what Diſſolution of Government and Confuſi- 
on of Juſtice it brings after it, how much Bloud 
and Rapine, ON Plunder avd Pro- 
fanation of the moſt Sacred things, are the cer- 
tain Effects of Commotions, if they be long-li- 
ved, what Lover of Mankind or Perſon trul 
charitable will engage in courſes ſo black, whoſe 
Cataſtrophe may prove ſo tragical, and run far 
bes what was at firſt deligned,and produce 
Effects far more miſchievous than thoſe that 
were complained of ? How many diſpeopled 
Cities, depopulated and burnt Villages ; what 
Tears of Widows and Orphans, and of Aged 
Perſons bereft of their Children, who were the 
comfort and ſupport of their Age muſt follow 
on ſuch courſes, when the fields are covered 
with the Carkaſes of the dead, and the Scaf- 
folds ſmoak with the bloud of Innocents, and 
that not only with common Gore, but Royal 
and Sacred Bloud? A pathetick and florid 
Eloquence could eafily manage this Theme 
with thoſe advantages, as to raiſe horror in all 
at Conrſes ſo barbarous and unchriſtian, which 
the common Sentiments of Humanity will 
make thoſe of ſofter and relenting Tempers 
hate, mach more the meek and peaceable Chr1- 
ſtians. And that theſe are not the Melancholy 

_ repreſen- 
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repreſentations of a troubled Fancy; alittle Re: 
flexion on what we have ſeen'and known, and 
a _—_— pe&tintowhat may be before 
us © will eafily make vout'to all conſidering | 
Minds : Thefefore ſtrong and fervent Charity 
to Mankind will prove a certain curb to repreſs 
new attempts at thoſe- diſorders, the Effects 
whereof are not yet. old, nor out of mind. 
And here again Conſcience obliges us to be ſub- 
ject.”*. | 
4. The laſt Conflideration which I ſhall 
ropole, by which” Confcience binds us to 
Subjection, is the Praflice and Example of our great 


Maſter, who was made perfes through ſufterings ; Heb.2,19, 


| the whole courſe'of hs Life was a perpetual 
Trad of doing/good'and bearing ill; he paid 
the Tribute, when demanded, and charged the 
Jews to render to Caſar the things that were Caeſars: $Manh, 
And when he was to lay down his life for us, **** 
he ſubmitted himſelf patiently, not 'only tothe 
will of his Heavenly Father, but to'the Civil 
Powers. which then governed in Judza: 
Though he, as the Heir of all things, might 
have claimed the Empires of the World as his 
Right, yet lince he humbled himſelf fo as tobe 
born in the low character of a Subjea, he in 
that, as i all other things, became a perfe&t 
Pattern to us of all Righteouſneſs, When the 
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| (26) 
accurſed Band came out againſt him, though 
he could have brought down Legions of An- 
els for his relief, yet he not only ſubmitted 
Pimſelf to them, but both rejected and repro- 


ved S. Peter's too forward zeal, and told him, 


T hat ſuch as drew the ſword ſhould periſh by the 


ſword, and when the 1l|l-guided fervour of that 


great Apoſtle had milled him to the excels of | 
{miting with the Sword, our Saviour expreſſed 
his diſpleaſure at it, by hs miraculous piecing 
the Ear again with the maimed E:cad. And 
when he was acculed to Pilate of being an Ene- 
my to Ceſar, and pretending to ſet up another 
Kingdom, he did in the plaineſt ſtile was poſ- 
{ible condemn all prafifings againſt Government up- 
0n pretenc? of Religion, by ſaying, My Kingdom is not 
of this world; if my Kingdom were of thu world, then 
would my ſervants fight, that I ſhauld not be delivered 
to the Jews, but now is my Kingdom not from hence : 
T his doth ſo expreſly diſcharge all buſling and 
hghting on the pretence of Religion, that we 
mult exther ſet up for another Goſpel, or utter- 
ly reject what 1s ſo formally condemned by the 
Authorof thiswe proſeſs to believe. And ne- 
ver Cauſe of Religion was of ſo great concern, 
as the preſerving the Head and Author of it, 
whom with equal mixtures of Injuſtice and Vio- 
tence hisenraged Enemies were againſt all co- 

| | lours 
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lours of Equity, and contrary to Law and Rel:- 
gion, dragging to that death, which, though 
it proved the happieſt thing to Mankind, yet 
'on their part who acted it, was the fouleſt 
Crime the Sun ever ſaw. 

The bleſſed Apoſtles followed their Maſters 
ſteps in this, as in all other things ; and there- 
fore having learned of our Saviour that leflon 
of bearing the Croſs, and ſuftering patiently, 
when Injuſtly perſecuted, counted it their glo- 
ry to be conformable to him in his ſufferings; 
and indeed, 1f we examine the Natureand De- 
ſ1gn of that holy Religion our Saviour delive- 
red, we will find rothing more diametrically 
oppolite to all its Rules, than the diſtempered 
fury of theſe miſguided Zealots, who being car- 
ri:don by the herceneſs of their Ungoverned 
Paſſions, have, upon colours of Religion, fil- 
led the World with Bloud and Confulton. 
Otherwiſe does S. Paul teach the Romans inthis 
Chapter, though then groaning under the ſe- 
verelt rigours of Bondage and Tyranny ; and 
S. Peter doth at full length once and again call — 
on ail Chriſtians to prepare for ſufferings, and — 
to bear them patiently ; and though the bon- 15.15, 17. 
dage of the ſlaves was heavy and highly contra- 
ry to all the freedoms of the humane Nature, 
yet he exhorts them to bear the ſeverities, ever 
D 2 of 


(28) 
of their froward and unjuſt Maſlers, with this Ar- 
gument, That Chriſt ſuffered for them, leaving them 
an example, that they fbould follow his ſleps. From 
theſe unerring Practiſes and Precepts mult all 
true Chriſtians take the meaſures of their Acti-- 
ons, and the Rules of their Life: And indeed 
the hir{t Converts to Chriſtianity embraced the 
Croſs, and bore 1t not only with Paticnce, but 
Joy; and as long as Chriflianity continued 
pure and unallayed, this Doctrine of patient 
{uftering was not only a big and empty boalt. 
but gave proofs of its Reality, by the uncxem- 
pled Patience and Sufferingsof the Chriſtians 
in a ſucceſſion of Three Ages and Ten Perle- 
cutions. Theſebleſled Witnelles of our Faith 
were burning and ſhining Lights, as well by 
the Purity of their Lives, as by the Stakes and 
Flames of their Martyrdom. Nero unpalled 
them, and clothing them with Pitch-coats, 
made burn them as Torches in the night ; but 
theſe Fires ſcattered the darkneſs of that Night 
of Idolatry in which Fme lay buried, and both 
enlightned and inflamed many that lay freezing 
m darkneſs. It was the altoniſhment of the 
World to ſee ſuch numbers of all Ages, Sexes, 
and Qualities, with that alacrity and chearjul- 
neſs of Submiſſion, offer up their Lives for the 
Faith ; and neither the Cruelty of their unre- 
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lenting Perſecutors, nor the continued Tract 
oftheir Miſeries, which did not end but with 
their days, prevailed on them either to renounce 
the Faith, or do that which is next degree to it, 
throw oft the Croſs, and betake themſelves to 
ſeditious Practices for their preſervation, but 
continued {tedfalt both in their Faith and Pati- 
ence, by which they inherited the Promiles. 
Nor was Chriſtianity endamaged by al that fu- 
ry; on the contrary, the Bloud of the Martyrs 
was the Seed of the Church, . whole Field being 
thus fatned, did ſpring up thirty, lixty and a 
hundred fold , fo that tor every new harveit of 
a perſecution, there was a plentiful crop of 
Chriſtians. And there 1s no reaſon to think 
theſe ble{led Martyrs endured all their ſuffer- 


ings, conftramed by neceſſity, becauſe they . 
could do do noother ; for as we find in the in- - 


{pired Hiſtory, that at two Sermons there were 


Eight thouſand Converts, ſo Protane as well - 
as Eccleſiaſtical Writers aflure us, thenumbers - 
of the Chriſtians became very ſoon ſo vaſt, that 


nothing but the Conſcience of the Duty they 
owed the Supreme Powers obliged them to be 
ſubjet. Pliny, who hved a hundred years after 
our Saviour wrote to Trajan, That in Pontus and 
Bithynia there were great numbers of Chriſtians of all 
Ranks, both in Cities and Villages, ſothat the Temples 
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; of their Gods were by the prevailing Growth of Chriſti- 


anity, left deſolate. Alittle after him Marcus Au- 
relive had a Legion of Chriſtians in his Army, 
of whom he gives this Character in his Edict, 
That they carried God in their Conſciences ; and when 
there were ſo many in the Army, we may ona 
fair computation reckon their numbers to have 
been very great. Not long after that does Ter- 
zullian plead for thoſe in his days, in his admi- 
red Apologetick, and telis the Romans, That if 
they would ſtand to their own dejence, they wanted #ut 
the ſirength of . Numbers and Armies, that neither the 
Moors nr Parthians, nor any other of the Nations 
that fought with the Romans could match them, who 


filled the whole World, all their praces, Towns, Iſlands, 


Caſiles, Villages, Councils, Camps, T, ribes, Senate 
and Market-places ; only they abandoned their Temples 
to them; adding, That towhat War were they not both 
fit and ready, even though they were leſSnumerous, who 
were butchered ſo willingly, if their Diſcipline did not 
allow them rather to be killed than 10 kill? And ellfe- 
where he vindicates the Chriſtians, That none of 
them were ever found guilty of conſpiracies againſt the 
Emperors, whom they acknowledged to be ſet up by God, 
and therefore judged themſelves bound to love, reverence 
and hononr them. But as the Chriſtian Religion 
continued to ſpread by a vaſt and prodigious 


increaſe, ſodid the ſpite of the Infernal Furics 


grow - 
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row fierce againſt it by the ſame proportion; 
and in the laſt Perſecution, which continued 
about twenty years, we find the Martyrs of one 
Province ( Egypt ) reckoned to be betwixt eight 
and nine hundred thouſand; and yet no tu- 
mults were raiſed againlt all this Tyranny and 
Injuſtice : And though after that the Empe- 
rors turned Chriſtian, and eſtabliſhed the Faith 
by Law, yet neither did the ſubtil attempts of 
Julian the Apoſtate, nor the open Perſecutions 
of ſome Arrian Emperors, who did with great. 
violence proſecute the Orthodox, occalion any 
ſcditions Combinations againlt Authority. 
Theſe are the great Precedents this holy Do- 
Arine of the Croſs hath im. the firſt and pureſt 
Ages, and though Religion ſuffered great De- 
cays in the ſucceſſion of many Ages, yet forthe 
frit ten Centuries no Father or Doctor of the 
Church, nor any Aſſembly of Church-men, 
did ever teach, maintain or juſtihe any Rebelli- 
ons or ſeditious Doctrines or Practiſes. 

4. And thus I have made good what I un- 
dertook to evince, T hat Conſcience doth with 
the greateſt evidence of Reaſon and Authority, 
bind usto an abſolute Subjection to the Higher 
Powers ; and have obſerved what was the Path 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf followed, the Tra- 
ces whereofare to be known by thoſe bloudy 


ſteps 
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-Reps he hath left behind him for our Example 
and Inſtruction, We have allo ſeen a glorious 
Cloud of Witneſſes following him in the fame 
way he both opened up and conſecrated to 
them. Butalter all this, it may be perhaps ob- 
jected, T hat al! Chriſtians, at leaſt all preten- 
dersto it, have not followed the ſame Rule, 
and that ſome Diviſions of Chriſtendom, which 
inall other things run very wide trom one ano- 
ther, yet meet 1n this Doctrine of reliſting the 
Supreme Authority, and not only ſo, but they 
vouch Religion for their Warrant and their 
Quarrel both, and pretend a Zeal for God, 
his Church, and his Cauſe inallthey do: This 
15 the laſt part of my Diſcourſe, to which I ob- 
liged my felf in the beginning; and I will 
handle it with the hn plainneſs that ſuch a 
' Point, how tender ſoever ſome may think it, 
requires. It1strue, about the end of the Ele- 
-venth Century this peltiferous Doctrine took its 
Riſe, and was firit broached and vented by 
Pope Gregory the Seventh, commonly called 
Hildebrand, the firſt Pope of that name though 
a far better man had baſely and ſhamefully 
courted the cruel and perhdious Phocas, and 
treated himin a ſtile of mean and ſordid Flattery 
that misgbecame any man, much more ſo great 


-a Biſhop. But the Pope I now ſpeak of went 


more 


more briskly to work, and begun that inſolent 
and bold pretenſ1on of the Temporal power of 
the Popes over all Kings and Princes; that 
they being Chriſt's Vicars on Earth, muſt 
have all Power in Heaven and Earth deputed to 
them, and that as S. Peter's Succeſlors they had 
the two Swords, the Spiritual and the Tem- 
poral put in their hands. Upon this he aſpired 
and exalted himſelf above thoſe whom the 
Scripture calleth Gods. Nor did this reſt in a 
bare ſpeculation, but any that will read his 
Epiſtles, and knows the Hiſtory of his Lite, 
will ſee what diſmal confuſions he brought on 
Germany and Italy, and laid the Foundations of 

| thoſe bloudy Wars which followed and conti- 
nued for ſome Ages: Thendid the Factions 
of the Guelphs and Gibellins divide Nations, 

* Towns and Families, and fill all places with 
| bloud and confuſion. How other Popes did 
afterwards ſet the ſame pretenſions on foot, 
both in France, England, and in many other pla- 

| ces, 1s well enough known to all that are ac: 
| quainted with Hiſtory ; and for two or three 
| Ages the Tyranny of this was ſo heavy, that 
any Infolent Church-man was able to diſturb 
Government, by carrying Complaints to-Rome 
of ſome pretended Incroachments' on the Ec- 
 cleftaſtical Immunity; upon which Monitory 
; : --. 
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Breves and Bulls were diſpatched from Ree, 
and every Prince was either to obey theſe, how 
much ſoever they might prejudice his Govern- 
ment, or tolook for the Thunders of Excom- 
munication, Depolition, abſolving his Subjects 
from their Oathsof Fidelity, and the transfer- 
ring his Dominions on ſome other more zealous 
Votary of that See. And any that will read 
the Decretals, Bulls and Breves of many of the 
aſpiring Popes, wall hnd that theſe were not 
only ambitious and difclaimed practiſes, the 
uilt of which being perſonal, died with them- 
ſelves; but they founded them on the Rights of 
the See of Fome, and in the ſtile of an Univer- 
fal Paſtor impoſed the belief of that on. 
the World. Now I would preſume to ask 
any of that Communion, it they believe theſe 
Popes were Infallible in thoſe Decihions and In- + 
| {tructonsthey impoled onthe World, or not ? 
It any ſay they were lfallible 1m them, they are 
without more ceremony of words, T raitors, 
. who. ſubject our Sovereign's Rights, which he 
derives lram God only, toa foreign Superior 
Power ; If they were not Infallble in theſe 
Deciſions, 'then what -is become of the Pope's 
 Infallibilty 2 For the,prelent Pope can have no 
more than his PredecelJory had.; and if they 
erred,: he-may -likewale. erre, - Bnt Imult ad- 
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vance thisa little farther, to ſhew that thoſe of 
that Communion, though they reje the Popes 
Infajlibility, yetif they ſubmit to the Tnfallibili- 
ty of their General Councils, are itill in the 
ſame hazards of being Rebels: For the Coun- 
cil of Lateran, which in the Roman Church is 
held General and Oecumenical, that firſt de- - 
creed Tranſubſtantiation, did alſo by the Third 
of its Canons decree, That all temporal Princes 
ſhould exterminate ( 1 ſhall not critically examine 
that word which muſt amount to baniſhment at 
leaſt ) all Hereticks; adding, That if any Temporal 
Lord, being admoniſhed by the Church, did negle& to 
purge his Lands, he ſhould be firſt excommunicated, 
and if he continued in his contempt and contumacy, a 
years notice was to be gia of it to the Pope, who thence- 
forth ſhould declare his Vaſſals abſolved from the Fide- 
lity they owed him, and expoſe his Lands to be Invaded 
by Catholicks, who might poſſeſs it without any Contra- 
diftim, having exterminated the Hereticks out of it, 
and preſerve it in the Purity of the Faith, This 1s fo 
plain, that I ſuppoſe without any helitation jt 
may be called a down-right Conſpiracy againſt 
all Sovereign Princes; and this being decreed 
by a General Council, muſt either be Infalli- 
bly true, or the Foundation on which they have 
raiſed all their Superſtryure of the Infallibility 
of their General — 1s overturned, 
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But the ſame Equality of Juſtice and Free- 
dom, that obliged me tolay open this, ties me 
totaxalſo thoſe whopretend a great heat againſt 
Rome, and value themſelves on their abhorrin 
all the Dorines and Practiſes of that Church, 
and yet have carried along with them one of 
their moſt peſtiferous Opinions, pretendin 
Reformation when they would bring all under 
Confuſion, and vouching the Cauſe and Work 
of God, when they were deſtroying that Au- 
thority he had ſet up, and oppoling thoſe im- 
powred by him : And themore Piety and De- 
votion ſuch daring pretenders put on, it (tl! 
bringsthe greater ſtain and imputation on Re- 
ligion, as if it gave a Patrociny to thoſe Practi- 
ſes it ſo plainly condemns. T his is Judas-like, 
to kiſs our Maſter when we betray him, and to 
own a Zeal for Religion when weengagein 
courſes that diſgrace and deſtroy it. 

But, bleſſed be God, our Church hates and 
condemns this Doctrine from what hand ſoever 
it come, and hath eſtabliſhed the Rights and 
Authority of Princes on ſure and unalterable 
Foundations, enjoyning an entire Obedience 
to all the lawful Commands of Authority, and 
an abſolute Submuiſion to that Supreme Power 
God hath put in our Sovereign's hands. This 
Doctrine wejultily glory in, and if any that had 

their 
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their Baptiſm and Education in our Church 
have turned Renegades from this, they proved 
no leſs enemies to the Church her ſelf, than to 
the Civil Authority. So that their Apoſtalie 
leaves no blame on our Church, which glories 
in nothing more than in a well-tempered Re- 
formation fromthe later Corruptions which the 
dark Apes brought in, to the pure and Primi- 
tive Docriues which our Saviour and his A- 
poltles taught, and the firſt Chriſtians retained 
and praQtiſed for many Ages. 

To Reſume all then : Letus adorn our ho- 
ly Profeſſion with a Life ſuitable to it, and let 
us ſhew tothe World, that we take not up, nor 
maintain our Religion upon Intereſt, but found 
it on ſure and unmoveable Foundations, which, 
being the ſame always, will ever oblige us to - 
the ſame Duties and Practifſes. Let us {tndy to - 
empty our ſelves of all big ſel-conceiting - 
Thoughts, of all hot and inflamed Paſſions and - 
Appetites, of all unruly and unbounded Deftres, 
of all Levity and unſtayedneſs of mind; that 
with humble Hearts, calm Minds, contented 
Spirits, and ſteady T houghts, every one may 
follow the Duties of his Station,and contain him- 
ſelf within it as becomes a Chriſtian, paying 
inwardly in our very thoughts that reverence 
we owe the Higher Powers, and offering up to 


God. 
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© Godthe conſtant Tribute of our Prayers for 


them; conlidering they are God's Vicege- 
rents, and by his own warrant are called Gods; 
Andif the Condue of Afﬀeairs do not ſuit our 


' wiſhes or delares, yet for all that we are to truſt 


toand depend on God'sProvidence, not daring 


- once to think of attempting againit the Lord's 
anointed, nor to engage in courſes that may 
- bring on ſo much miſchief and contulion, but 

let us ever ſet before our eyes our bleſled Savi- 


our, Who endured the Croſs and deſpiſed the ſhame ; 
who when he was reviled, reviled not again, and when 
he ſuffered, he threatned not, but committed himſelf to 
him that judgeth righteouſly « And let us alſo conl1- 
der that Cloud of W itnelles that followed him ; 
That ſo we may run with patience the race that u ſet be- 
fore us, and not look toor imitate the later pra- 
ſes of ſome diſtempered and degenerated 
Chriſttans. And then we ſhall be an honour to 
our Profeſſion, and give a credit to that Church 
wherein we were Born, Baptiſed and InſtruR- 
ed; when we ſhew that we are ſubjef, not only 
for Wrath, but for Conſcience-ſake. 

And to end as I begun; Let us with aſto- 


. niſhment and wonder, contemplate the ſhining 


glories of our moſt holy Faith, which tendsto 


raiſe Mankind to the higheſt pitch of true 
+Greatnelſs that his Irmited Nature can aſcend to, 


and 
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and as far excels all the attempts of Philoſophy, . 
or any other Religion whatſoever, as the bright 
Splendor of the Day doth'the fainter Shinings 
of the Night. For nothing can be more the 
Intereſt of all men, than the receiving this 
Faith, which both ſecures a man in all his 
Rights, and obliges all others to pay him what- 
cver 15 due from the Relations they Randin. 
Doesa Father delire dutiful Children, or Chil- 
dren an affectionate Father ? Make them good 
_ Chriſtians, and they are ſure of what they de- 
fire. Do Husband and Wife expect the Fide- 
lity and Sacred performance of the Ties of 
Wedlock ? This muſt certainly follow on their 
being good Chriſtians. Do Maſters defire ho-- 
neſtand careful Servants, and Servants a jult - 
and gentle Maſter ? Make them good Chriſti- 
ans and they will prove ſuch. Do all men de- . 
lire to live by honeſt well-natured and affectio- . 
nate Neighbours ? Their being good Chriſti-'. 
ans will certainly make them ſuch. Do Sub- 
jects delire a good King ? Let them pray that 
he bea good Chriſtian, and then he ſhall cer- . 
tainly govern well; And do Kings delire good 
and obedient Subjects? Let them take care 
that they be good Chriſtians, and then they will | 
be Subject; Nor only for Wrath,but for Conſcience-ſake. 
Now to the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, be all ! 
Honour, Praiſe and Glory, for ever and ever. Amen... 
THE END. 5 


